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Shepard autopsy missing
By Michael Van Cassell
mcassell@wyomingnews.com

CHEYENNE -- A decade after one of
Wyoming's most high-profile killings, the
original autopsy report for University of
Wyoming student Matthew Shepard is
missing from a county coroner's office.

Albany County Coroner Tom Furgeson
said other autopsies are missing,
although he doesn't know how many.

Autopsy reports from the Wyoming Eight
-- members of the University of
Wyoming's cross country and track
teams killed by a drunken driver in 2001
-- and an Interstate 80 pileup from 2004
near Laramie are gone, along with the
Shepard documents, Furgeson said.

"I received a small box of records,"
Furgeson said of his first year in office.
"The total stack of paper was about 11 inches tall -- that's 16 years worth of public records from
the coroner's office in Albany County."

In one year as coroner, Furgeson said he has compiled enough records to fill a deep filing
cabinet drawer.

Julie Heggie, who now works in the Uinta County Coroner's Office, served as coroner in Albany
County from 1990 to 2006.

Heggie said Tuesday she gave the autopsies to the county attorney when leaving office, but
would not specify how the records were turned over.

"I don't see why this is any of your concern," Heggie said.

Wyoming law dictates that "all public records are property of the state" and "shall be delivered
by outgoing officials and employees to their successors."

"My office should have that autopsy report," Furgeson said.

Albany County Attorney Richard Bohling would not confirm nor deny if he had the autopsies.

"I'm not in a position to discuss any of that with you," Bohling said Tuesday, adding that he was
not the custodian of record and that any requests would have to go through the coroner.

Bruce Moats, a public records specialist who often represents the Wyoming Press Association,
said that if Bohling accepted the autopsies from Heggie, he would then be the custodian of
those records.

"She needed to hand over those records," Moats said. "They don't belong to her individually."

On Wednesday, Bohling sent an e-mail to the Wyoming Tribune Eagle after a reporter left a
voice message at his office stating an attorney had been consulted about the matter.

"In that you appear to believe you have some kind of dispute or disagreement with my office
over what you are asserting as a right to review material that may or may not be in internal files
associated with past criminal prosecutions, and in view of your reference to consulting legal
counsel, please be advised that neither myself nor anyone else in my office can discuss this
matter with you further," Bohling stated.

Furgeson said he had discussed the records with Bohling when taking office as the Albany
County coroner in 2006.
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A letter was drafted to Heggie, but ultimately nothing was done because the coroner's office
received partial records in June 2006, Furgeson said.

"Initially she claimed all the records were hers," Furgeson said of Heggie.

He is now in the process of piecing together which records are missing through county clerk
receipts.

Laramie County Coroner Marty Luna, who serves on the Wyoming Board of Coroner Standards,
said each county maintains records in its own way.

Luna said it does not make any sense to send the reports to the county attorney's office.

"It makes no sense at all unless he made the request for them for future legal activity," Luna
said.

Each coroner in the state has to keep some type of record for legal and historical issues, he
said.

"It's kind of bizarre that they would not be around someplace," Luna said.

Albany County Commissioner Tim Chesnut said he heard about the records issue when
Furgeson took over the office.

Chesnut said he did not know if Bohling has the records, but he planned to speak with the
county attorney.

"At this point, we need to get with Julie (Heggie) and find out where this stuff is," Chesnut said.

The commissioner said they should be looking for the reports.

"Missing records are unacceptable," he said.

Reader Comments
Native wrote on Oct 6, 2008 1:59 AM:

" So, these records are lost and Heggie just rides off into the sunset?
She should face some sort of investigation. She was the custodian of these 
records--she is still a public servent when it comes to records handled by the 
office during her tenure. Hopefully, good people like Chesnut will not let this 
slide! This is unbelievable--wait, this is Wyoming we are talking about. "

me wrote on Oct 5, 2008 11:05 PM:

" This is the biggest JOKE of a place to live in and of a Capital!! The whole 
state should just blow away with the wind... "

Par wrote on Oct 5, 2008 4:32 PM:

" As usual, the state,county, and cities bungle things up.

Way to go Wyoming, just the kind of publicity we neded. NOT!!! "

Looks like it was an inside job wrote on Oct 5, 2008 1:13 PM:

" Give me a break people have you not noticed that we live in Wyoming, 
Where everyone just points the finger at everyone else, I come from a big city 
and they seem to have everything under control there, but here it's a different 
story. Nobody ever does their job around here so go figure how they got lost 
in the first place.
"It's time to get orginized" "

life goes on wrote on Oct 5, 2008 12:44 PM:

" And this surprises us, why? At least this is published by the WTE. How 
unfortunate that similar incidents with paperwork at a local hospital are edited. 
The problems of other communities are fodder for the print. Local 
irregularities, not so much. "

On my word wrote on Oct 5, 2008 12:27 PM:

" This does not surprise me at all! We need poeple in the coroner's office who 
can be more responsible! Along with the police department. I know of 
someone who had called 911 in a case and they happened to 'misplace' that 
too. Bunch of idiots here in Cheyenne! This is awful!! "

Eric wrote on Oct 5, 2008 12:24 PM:

" "I don't see why this is any of your concern," Heggie said.

Are you kidding me? This is everyone's concern. Typical scapegoat attitude of
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today's society. How terrible. "

Firm Grasp of the Obvious wrote on Oct 5, 2008 8:53 AM:

" "Missing records are unacceptable,"

Understatement of the year... "
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